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Abstract 
 
This research aims at studying migration narratives in Luxembourg combining a plural cultural 
history framework with a systematical historical comparison of the mediated memories of two 
specific groups of immigrants in the Grand Duchy “the Italian and the Portuguese” and their 
different generations? narratives. Approaching the subject from the perspective of History from 
Below and using an innovative methodological apparatus built on oral history and digital and 
public history methods this research expect to encounter an alternative storytelling for these 
immigrants with acknowledgment to their own agency as historical actors. To access and 
interpret the migration narratives of diverse generations of Italian and Portuguese in 
Luxembourg, the project will employ a digital toolkit which will be tested in the examination of 
different bodies of sources (ego-documents, oral history, published material), enabling a 
‘scalable reading’ text analysis of the whole corpora. One of the main outcomes of this project, 
besides the PhD thesis itself, is the shaping, together with the community, of a platform for 
digital storytelling on migration in Luxembourg, aiming at sharing memories of different 
generations and communities online. The process of building and running this ‘platform’ as an 
example of doing public history with the means of digital tools and technologies is the central 
empirical challenge of this project. The platform will allow to test tools for doing digital history 
online (text mining and visualization software) and to actively engage with the object of study 
itself that is the different generations of Italian and Portuguese migrants in Luxembourg. Doing 
so, the projects aims at contributing to the Luxembourgish historiography on migration, as well 
as to reflect on the methodological and epistemological debates in the field of digital humanities 
/ history, by evaluating the effect historical crowdsourcing and digital source criticism to the 
historiographical operation. 
 


